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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Apostle Islands Area Community Fund Grant awards $30,594 to Community Non Profits
The Apostle Islands Area Community Fund (AIACF) awarded $30,594 to fourteen local non profits serving Bayfield, Madeline Island and Red Cliff.  
On Wednesday, June 16th 2010 there will be a community grant’s awards reception from 5pm until 7pm at the Bayfield Inn in Bayfield, Wisconsin. Everyone is welcomed.
 “This year we received a record number of grant inquiries.  These inquiries demonstrate the commitment of our area non-profits to answer the needs of the neighborhoods. It reminds us all, seasonal and full time community members to support the financial future well-being of our beloved region.  The increase in competition drew greater attention for us to award grants that will deliver impact and relevancy in bridging social capital between the three communities and within each community.”  Said Ray DePerry, Grants Committee Chair for AIACF.  “The Grants Committee Board is members from our communities. They are acutely aware through first hand knowledge of the environmental, social services, art and adult education challenges for various funding in the community. The ability to fund changing needs is our uniqueness and at the heart of all community funds. An example, five years ago community gardens had very little traction in this community. This year, based on my grants committee recommendations and the economic and social needs present; we are funding two gardens in Red Cliff and Madeline Island.
The following grant funds were awarded to the following local non profits:

· Bayfield Regional Conservancy-Frog Bay Tribal National Park -$3,680.  AIACF funds used for closing costs on Frog Bay in Red Cliff. Frog Bay is a traditional site for gathering of medicinal plants, Mahnomen (wild rice) fishing and other culturally important projects.

· Lake Superior Big Top Chautauqua-Native American Cultural Connection with Brule Concert-$3000.  AIACF funds an Indian Cultural Connections event.  Big Top subsidizes ticket prices so families can attend the Brule concert with the event. An opportunity for families to learn and experience our shared tribal history in this region.

· Madeline Island Community Garden-Garden Project Start Up Costs-$3087 Funding to create, manage and maintain sustainable food security on Madeline Island. The community garden creates a place for all islanders to work in the soil to produce food and build fellowship.

· Madeline Island Music Camp-25th Anniversary- $1377- Funding for forty tickets to hear Symphony Conductor Legends-Osmo Vaansko and Jorga Flezanis perform in concert at Woods Manor on Madeline Island. The tickets will be distributed by Bayfield School District for its musical students and families. 

· North Coast Community Sailing-Red Cliff Emphasis-$2077

NCC will increase participation of youth in sailing in our three communities with emphasis on Red Cliff. They certify, train and development sailing instructors during programming in August 2010. 
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· Our Shared Planet Nature Outreach Program-$3776 Nature, art, and music program with the Mishomis House to help nurture the connection with adults in recovery. Programs moderated by Jim Ramsdall through his exhibit “A Journey through Nature to Creativity” and Frank Montano.

· Bayfield Recreation Fitness Resource Certify Lifeguard Instructor-$2796 Funding an in-house life guard certification training thereby eliminates on-going expense of outsourcing and creates new revenue stream for center.
· Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa- Red Cliff Mino Bi Ma De Se Win Farm-$4000  

Repairs on existing structures to provide adequate housing for volunteers to work the farm. The farm works with tribal members throughout the reservation to develop garden plots at homes, teaching garden skills, provide educational materials. It has provided fresh fruit and vegetables for elder’s meals as well as a “pick your own” service for low income families.

· School District of Bayfield-$3000-Birth to Five Literacy Program This program addresses the quality of life in economically challenged communities by addressing the well documented recurrent cycle of low literacy skills=poverty=low quality of life. Low literacy skills have a huge impact on the community and its ability to provide a quality life for its residents.   

· Woods Halls Craft Shop-Educational Development Strategy-$4025 Woods Hall Craft Shop, an island institution seeks funding to develop existing programs in education and train new weavers and potters to develop cottage industries, along with  additional staffing and management at both introductory and advanced level classes. 

The Apostle Islands Area Community Fund was established in 2000 by and for the people in this area. It is a permanent community endowment, built by gifts from thousands of full time and seasonal living individuals, families and organizations who care deeply about the area. The funds are invested in diverse portfolios and sound investment management for AIACF and the other four affiliates under the leadership of Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation. Since its inception in 2000, the Apostle Islands Area Community Fund has distributed over $200,000 to 81 local community projects. 

Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation along with its five affiliates displays an official National Standard Seal for our spirit of accountability, transparency, fiduciary responsibility, compliance and representation of the community. 

The Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation encourages private giving for the public good. Since its inception in 1983, they have distributed more than $33 million and currently manage over 290 different funds, each with its own charitable purpose. 
In 2009, the Community Foundation approved grants, scholarships, and affiliated scholarships of nearly $1.9 million to area residents and nonprofit organizations. 

For information on applying for a grant, creating a fund, organizational endowment or making a tax deductible contribution to the Apostle Islands Area Community Fund, contact Madelaine Karwoski at the fund’s office (715)779-7021 or e-mail at aiacf@centurytel.net


