Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation

Competitive Grant Funds

What Is A Competitive Grant?

The Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation comprises a collection of many funds established by individuals, families, private foundations and companies to enhance the quality of life in this region. The Community Foundation administers a broad range of Unrestricted, Field of Interest, Donor Advised and Affiliate Funds that are available for competitive grant making. Through these funds the Community Foundation supports a wide variety of activities in five interest areas: Arts, Community and Economic Development, Education, Environment and Human Services. In setting priorities for grant making, consideration is given to regional needs, the availability of other funding sources and level of Community Foundation resources. The Community Foundation concentrates its funding support towards project/program support, however some field of interest and donor advised funds consider requests for general operating support, and capital and equipment support. 
Who Can Apply For A Grant?

The Community Foundation welcomes requests from eligible organizations that successfully complete the inquiry process. Eligible organizations include those:

· Classified as charitable organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; or classified as an organization under Section 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code;

· Located in or that provides service to residents within the seven counties of northeast Minnesota (Aitkin, Carlton, Cook, Itasca, Koochiching, Lake and St. Louis) and/or the two counties in northwest Wisconsin (Bayfield, Douglas). Some funds have a specific geographic focus area.

What is not elidgible?

Ineligible activities include:

· Endowments

· Religious organizations for direct religious activities

· Medical research

· Debt retirement

· Requests from re-granting organizations for funding that will be used for grant making activities

· Individuals (except for scholarships initiated or managed by the Community Foundation

· Political organizations or campaigns

· Tickets for benefits

· Telephone solicitations

· Fund raising drives or activities

· Organizations that have a substantial part of their purpose the influencing of legislation.

When Are Grant Applications Due?

Most Community Foundation funds have application deadlines on one or more of the following dates: February 1, April 1, August 1 and October 1. Board decisions regarding grant awards are made within 2 to 3 months following each deadline and funds may only be used for projects that occur after funds are awarded. If any of the deadline dates fall on a weekend or a holiday, the deadline will be 5:00p.m. on the first working day following the published deadline. Grant applications must be received no later then 5:00 pm on the deadline date. Proposals sent by facsimile will not be considered. 
How Does An Organization Submit An Application?
Inquiry: Potential applicants should first submit an inquiry, preferably via the Community Foundation’s website at http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com/grants/Funding_Inquiry.shtml. Please review the competitive grants fund list to determine which fund may be appropriate for your needs and timing. Once you have contacted us with information about your project/program, staff will contact you regarding fund-specific guidelines and the application process. Applicants can also contact Community Foundation staff by email at grantsinfo@dsacommunityfoundation.com or by telephone at 218/726.0232.
Application: Based on the outcome of the inquiry, an organization may be encouraged to submit a full proposal. The Community Foundation encourages organizations to submit grant proposals and materials electronically to grantsinfo@dsacommunityfoundation.com Grant applications can be downloaded from our website at http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com
Organizations submitting a proposal for $3,000 or less should use the DSACF Short Form Application. 
For requests greater than $3,000, the DSACF Grant Application Form should be used. The DSACF Grant Application Form is based on the Minnesota Common Grant Application and includes additional information the Community Foundation requires in an electronic format. 
The Community Foundation also accepts the Minnesota Common Grant Application. 

Organizations that wish to submit the Minnesota Common Grant Application are also required to submit the Self-Certification Checklist along with the application materials. The application, Self-Certification Checklist  and materials should be sent to grantsinfo@dsacommunityfoundation.com.
Review: Applications are screened for completeness, clarity and compliance with instructions and are acknowledged shortly after the application deadline. Program staff will contact you with any follow-up requests for information once the review begins. The 2-3 month review process may include phone discussions, a meeting at the Community Foundation’s office or a site visit. Due to the volume of requests, staff is unable to meet with all applicants. Proposals will be reviewed for the strength of the match with the fund priorities and Community Foundation policies, the potential benefit to the community and the capacity of the organization to achieve the proposed results. Proposals are reviewed by staff, committees and donor advisors. Final funding decisions rest with the President and the Board of Trustees. Organizations will be notified of the outcome once the Board has made final grant making decisions. The process is competitive as the Community Foundation always receives many more requests than it can possibly fill. 

Competitive Grant Funds
John T. & Elizabeth C. Adams Arts Fund
Purpose: To enrich the performances and exhibits of artistic organizations in our region by attracting programs or principals of artistic quality from outside the immediate area.
Grant range: $1,000 - $5,000
Application Deadline: August 1 
Funds Available: October 
Category: Arts

Anishinabe Fund
Purpose: To foster cultural awareness of the Anishinabe/Ojibwe traditions and objects, to encourage the migration of ideas from the Ojibwe culture and to encourage respect for the Ojibwe culture.
Grant range: $300 - $1,000
Application Deadline: August 1 
Funds Available: October 
Category: Peace, Justice, Cultural Understanding

Apostle Islands Area Community Fund 
Purpose: For initiatives that meet the changing needs of our community in the following six areas: arts; environment; community, youth and family services; civic projects; human rights and adult education. The geographic focus for this fund includes the Town of LaPointe, Red Cliff Reservation, Town of Russell, City of Bayfield, and Town of Bayfield.
Grant range: $300 - $5,000 
Application Deadline: March 1 
Funds Available: November 
Category: Arts, Education, Environment, Human Services

Apostle Islands Area - Human Rights Fund
Purpose: For efforts in the Apostle Islands Area Community Fund service area to promote tolerance, understanding and respect for all and to combat bigotry and discrimination. Requests for projects in education, mediation and conflict resolution, and celebrations will be considered.
Grant range: $300 - $3,000
Application Deadline: March 1 
Funds Available: November 
Category: Education, Justice, Human Services
Samuel F. Atkins and Barbara Atkins Memorial Fund 
Purpose: To assist agencies which help low income people with basic human needs; and/or to support projects which improve the welfare of animals or alleviate animal suffering. Requests for operating support are considered.
Grant range: $500 - $4,000 
Application Deadline: August 1 
Funds Available: October 
Category: Human Services, Animal Welfare 

Business Leaders Fund 
Purpose: To support projects, which strengthen and enhance nonprofit organizations and/or improve a community's general quality of life. Grants may be made for technical assistance; needs assessments; program development; special public opportunities; and, programs which provide young people with an understanding of business and careers. Preference will be given to agencies which have unusual one-time projects.
Grant range: $1,000 - $10,000
Application Deadline: April 1, October 1 
Funds Available: July, January 
Category: Capacity Building, Community Development 
Michael Adam Carroll Memorial Fund 
Purpose: To encourage and enable organizations that provide services to disabled youth and their families, particularly in the areas of family support services and respite care.
Grant range: $300 - $1,000 
Application Deadline: April 1 
Funds Available: July 
Category: Human Services 

Central Mesabi Fund for Human Services 
Purpose: To assist agencies that help low-income people cope with basic needs such as food, clothing, shelter, and health care. Restricted to agencies that serve communities bordered by Coleraine and Mountain Iron. Requests for operating support will be considered.
Grant range: $2,000 - $8,000 
Application Deadline: February 1, August 1 
Funds Available: April, October 
Category: Human Services 

Community Leaders Fund
Purpose: To strengthen the community through innovative programs, and to encourage projects that foster strong community leadership.
Grant range: $1,000 - $4,000 
Application Deadline: April 1, October 1
Funds Available: July, January
Category: Arts, Education, Environment, Community/Economic Development

Community Opportunity Fund (formerly the Unrestricted Endowment Fund) 
Purpose: For initiatives that meet the changing needs of our community in the area of arts, community & economic development, education, environment and human service

Grant range: $2,000 - $25,000 
Application Deadline: April 1, October 1 
Funds Available: July, January 
Category: Arts, Community/Economic Development, Education, Environment, Human Services. Within these five areas, priority will be given to projects that meet some or all of these criteria: 
· embrace the spirit of generosity and giving;
· support initiatives that strengthen and/or promote civic engagement;
· increase bridging social capital by encouraging inclusiveness;
· undertake studies on matters that impact civic issues or public policy;

· are collaborative efforts that strengthen service results;
· address underlying causes of community problems or are preventive in nature;

· respond to well-documented community needs and/or require a moderate amount of grant money but produce significant results in the service area.

· help organizations and resolve crisis situations within our community; 

· build the organization's program and/or management capacity or quality;
One-time core mission support will be considered for funding if:

· there is a demonstrated and critical timely need for effective program services; and/or 

· an organization is strategically positioned to provide core services and requires assistance to meet demands; and/or

· a unique situation could effectively be addressed with one-time support

Cook County Community Fund 
Purpose: For initiatives that meet the changing needs of the Cook County community in the area of arts, community development, education, youth, environment, and human services. Restricted to organizations that are located in or serve Cook County.
Grant range: $500 - $1,000 
Application Deadline: May 1 
Funds Available: July 
Category: Arts, Community Development, Education, Youth, Environment, Human Services 

Douglas County Disaster & Welfare Fund 
Purpose: To provide grants for general welfare and basic human needs in Douglas County, Wisconsin.
Grant range: $300 - $2,000 
Application Deadline: April 1, October 1
Funds Available: July, January 
Category: Human Services 
Duluth Legacy Endowment Fund 
Purpose: To provide grants for the betterment of the community of Duluth, Minnesota. Restricted to organizations that are located in or provide services to residents within the City of Duluth; must secure sponsorship from an applicable City department. Contact Staff for more information. 
Grant range: $300 - $2,500 
Application Deadline: August 1
Funds Available: October 
Category: Arts/Culture, Beautification, Economic Dev., Environment, Human Services, Parks/Recreation 
Duluth Public Schools Fund 
Purpose: To provide supplemental funding to enrich the academic, cultural, athletic, and overall experience of students and staff, and to encourage and reward creativity and innovation in the pursuit of excellence on education in the Duluth Public Schools. Contact Staff for more information.
Grant maximum: $2,000 
Application Deadline: April 1 
Funds Available: July 
Category: Education

Fund for the Environment 
Purpose: To promote livable communities throughout the Lake Superior watershed and the Northwoods through public education projects, the development of land use planning models, and community collaboration.
Grant range: $500 - $2,000 
Application Deadline: October 1 
Funds Available: January 
Category: Environment 

Fair Chance Fund 
Purpose: To encourage and enable innovative projects which reduce long-term dependency on public assistance programs; to decrease the effects of poverty on children; and, to provide opportunities for economic self-sufficiency.
Grant range: Planning grants $3,000-$6,000 and Implementation grants $3,000 to $10,000 
Application Deadline: October 1 
Funds Available: January 
Category: Human Services 
Four Cedars Fund
Purpose: To provide financial incentives that initiate, stimulate, enrich and assist programs and organizations involved in the protection, preservation, and education of the unique natural resources found within the Western Lake Superior Watershed.
Grant range: $300 - $1,000 
Application Deadline: April 1 
Funds Available: July 
Category: Environment 

C.E. Fuller, Jr. and M.K. Fuller Fund 
Purpose: To support agencies which provide human services for people's basic needs and problems. Preference is given to agencies which help people who are disadvantaged because of underemployment, advanced age, or physical or emotional disabilities. Requests for operating support will be considered.
Grant range: $1,000 - $2,000 
Application Deadline: October 1 
Funds Available: January 
Category: Human Services 

Global Awareness Fund 
Purpose: To support projects which increase information and understanding about such global concerns as peace and security for nations; justice and human rights; economic well-being; environmental safety; sustainability and preservation; and citizen understanding of world cultures, political and social systems.
Grant range: $100 - $3,000 
Application Deadline: February 1, August 1
Funds Available: April, October 
Grutzner Madeline Island 
Purpose: To enhance the quality of life on Madeline Island.
Grant range: $500-$3,000
Application Deadline: March 1  
Funds Available: May 
Category: Health and Safety, Education, Children, Cultural Activities, Environment 
Hermantown Community Fund 
Purpose: For initiatives that meet the needs of the Hermantown community in the following five areas: arts, community and economic development, education, environment and human services. 
Grant range: $250 - $1,000 
Application Deadline: March 1, April 1, August 1, October 1 
Funds Available: May, July, October, January
Category: Arts, Community/Economic Development, Education, Environment, Human Services 
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation Fund                                                                               Purpose: To provide one-time grants that address informed, engaged communities.                                  Grant range: $10,000
Application Deadline: April 1, October 1 
Funds Available: July, January
Category: All
LaBounty Family Fund
Purpose: To provide assistance to projects which promote economic development in the Two Harbors area. 
Grant range: $1,000 - $15,000 
Application Deadline: March 1 
Funds Available: May 
Category: Economic Development 

Lakeview Arts Fund
Purpose: To support local arts organizations and other local organizations which undertake art projects. Priority for funding will be to fourteen pre-selected local arts organizations. Requests will be considered for both project and operating support.
Grant range: $300 - $1,000 
Application Deadline: August 1 
Funds Available: October 
Category: Arts 

Lone Wolf Fund 
Purpose: To promote environmental education particularly through programs which increase access for children with physical and/or mental disabilities; to advance medical science through research particularly for cancer and diabetes; to increase educational opportunities for international students attending post-secondary institutions particularly in the area of academic support. Restricted to agencies serving the seven counties of NE Minnesota.
Grant range: $300 - $3,000 
Application Deadline: April 1 
Funds Available: July 
Category: Environment 

Morgan Fund 
Purpose: To fund projects that foster community pride or economically impact the Twin Ports in general. Grants are made equally to Duluth and Superior.
Grant range: $10,000 
Application Deadline: April 1, October 1 
Funds Available: July, January 
Category: Community/Economic Development 

Riverfront Community Fund 
Purpose: For initiatives, which meet the changing needs of our community in the area of arts, civic projects, education, environment, and human services. Restricted to agencies that serve Duluth’s Riverfront communities of Riverside, Smithville, Morgan Park, Gary New Duluth, and Fond du Lac.
Grant range: $300 - $1,000 
Application Deadline: August 1 
Funds Available: October 
Category: Arts, Community/Economic Development, Education, Environment, Human Services 
Second Chance Fund 
Purpose: For grants to qualified applicants who previously applied for but did not receive grants due to limited Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation resources. Requests for capitol grants, equipment, operating support and ongoing program support will be considered.
Grant range: $500 - $2,000 
Application Deadline: October 1 
Fund Available: January 
Category: Arts, Community/Economic Development, Education, Environment, Human Services 

Silver Bay Charitable Fund 
Purpose: For initiatives that meet the needs of the low income community in the area of arts, community and economic development, education, and human services. Restricted to agencies which serve the school service area for Silver Bay.
Grant range: $1,000 - $8,000 
Application Deadline: February 1 
Funds Available: April 
Category: Arts, Community/Economic Development, Education, Human Services 

G. Kendall Smith Fund for the Physically Disabled and Visually Impaired 
Purpose: To assist organizations that primarily serves people with physical disabilities or visual impairments.
Grant range: $1,000 - $5,000 
Application Deadline: August 1 
Funds Available: October 
Category: Human Services 

Jane S. Smith Memorial Fund 
Purpose: To encourage and enable ten pre-selected Duluth organizations which provide artistic and cultural traditions in our region. Requests for operating support will be considered. Priority is given to organizations which demonstrate financial need and programmatic merit.
Grant range: $1,000 - $5,000 
Application Deadline: February 1 
Funds Available: April 
Category: Arts 

Superior-Douglas County Arts Fund 
Purpose: To support programs which assist individuals towards developing an appreciation for the arts, make the arts accessible to all, and expose the community to a variety of multicultural arts experiences. Preference will be given to programs or projects which provide performance and/or artistic opportunities for children in grades K-8.
Grant range: $300 - $1,000 
Application Deadline: October 1 
Funds Available: January 
Category: Arts 
Two Harbors Area Fund 
Purpose: For initiatives that meet the changing needs of our community in the area of arts, civic projects, education, environment and human services. Restricted to agencies that serve the school service area of Two Harbors High School.
Grant range: $500 - $5,000 
Application Deadline: March 1 
Funds Available: May 
Category: Arts, Community/Economic Development, Education, Environment, Human Services 
Wetherby Fund 
Purpose: To provide grants which address the concerns of underprivileged children in the areas of education needs, basic material needs, and an appreciation of nature. Requests for special projects and operating support will be considered.
Grant range: $1,000 - $5,000 
Application Deadline: April 1 
Funds Available: July 
Category: Children, Education, Human Services 
Dale Heimbach Wheeler Memorial Fund 
Purpose: To encourage and enable projects that address the concerns of women, children, and/or families; chemical dependency; and women and violence. Requests for special projects and general operating support will be considered.
Grant range: $1,000 - $4,000 
Application Deadline: October 1 
Funds Available: January 
Category: Women, Children, Families, Human Services 

Henry and Sarah Wheeler Historical Awareness Fund
Purpose: To promote historical awareness of the service area's rich, historical legacy and inspire others to participate in preserving and promoting the region's history.
Grant range: $300 - $1,000 
Application Deadline: August 1 
Funds Available: October 
Category: Education 

Wirtanen Family Fund 
Purpose: To increase community awareness of our global interdependence; to encourage progressive social change in our country; to broaden participation in our democratic society; to fight racism, sexism and all discrimination; to promote justice in our society; to promote access to universal health care, and to promote the well-being of all people. Priority is given to grants with wide regional impact.
Grant range: $300 - $2,000 
Application Deadline: February 1, August 1 
Funds Available: April, October 
Category: Peace, Justice, Cultural Understanding 
Young Leaders Fund

Purpose: To support organizations that give young adults (21-35) a chance to lead, or to provide incentives to young adults for projects and/or activities that will increase the quality of life for young adults in Duluth and Superior. 

Grant range: $500-$2,000
Application Deadline: February 1, April 1, August 1, October 1
Funds Available: April, July, October, December
Category: Arts, Community/Economic Development, Education, Environment, Human Services
For More Information Contact: 
Community Philanthropy Officer 
Medical Arts Building
324 West Superior Street, Suite 212

Duluth, MN 55802

grantsinfo@dsacommunityfoundation.com   218/726.0232
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