[image: image1.png]-/

DULUTH SUPERIOR AREA

COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

Private giving for the public good.




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 6, 2006                                                                                                             
For further information please contact:                                                                                        

                         Medical Arts Building

Dean Croft, Chair, Two Harbors Area Fund                                                         324 West Superior Street Suite 212

218-834-2266








                             Duluth, MN  55802
                   218-726-0232 – telephone
Joe Zastera, Chair, Grant Guidelines





                     218-726-0257 – facsimile

and Review Committee 





 info@dsacommunityfoundation.com – e-mail

218-834-3333



                                               www.dsacommunityfoundation.com – web site

TWO HARBORS AREA FUND GRANTS OVER $100,000

-An affiliate fund of the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation-  

Two Harbors, Minnesota - The Two Harbors Area Fund, an affiliate fund of the Duluth-Superior Area Community Foundation, today announced that cumulative grant making from the Fund has topped the $100,000 mark. This spring, six grants totaling $17,411 to nonprofit and public agencies for programs serving the Two Harbors area put all time grants over $100,000.  This is the eighth year of grant making for the Two Harbors Area Fund.  The following grants were announced at a luncheon ceremony today in Two Harbors:

City of Two Harbors – Heritage Days Sound System

Awarded:
$350

Funding provided will assist with the purchase of a multiple use sound system that can be utilized during Heritage Days and other stage performances and events in the City.

Lake County Agricultural Society – Rustic Pioneer Village

Awarded:
$4,300

Funding provided will assist with development of a Rustic Pioneer Village at the Lake County Fair Grounds. The Pioneer Village will depict the lives of early settlers to the area.

Lake Superior Community Education - 
Superior Educational Television


Awarded:
$1,000

Funding provided will assist in the development of a video and television production program for the students and staff at Two Harbors High School.

 - more -
Lake Superior School District #381 – Welding Program Support


Awarded:
$3,000

Funding provided will support the advanced welding program at the Two Harbors High School to prepare young people for a career in welding. 

North Shore Horizons – Supportive Housing Program


Awarded:
$5,000

Funding provided will aid in the expansion of the supportive housing program that assists survivors of domestic violence with safe, affordable housing.

North Shore Players – Missoula Children’s Theatre Residency


Awarded:
$1,500

Funding provided will support a week-long theatre residency, presentation of the children’s fairy tale musical The Frog Prince and theatre enrichment workshops for the community.

Two Harbors Area Chamber – RJ Houle Information Center


Awarded:
$2,261

Funding provided will assist with costs related to the renovation of the R.J. Houle Information Center, updating technology on site and assist with employee training.

LaBounty Fund:

Lake Superior School District #381 – Welding Program Expansion


Awarded:
$15,000

Funding provided will support the advanced welding program at Two Harbors High School to prepare young people for a career in welding.

“This is an exciting time as we are able to help more nonprofit and public agencies each year,” said Joe Zastera, chair of the Two Harbors Area Fund’s Grant Guidelines and Review Committee.  “Because of these grants, the quality of life improves for all of us living in the region. We are pleased to support the fine work of these agencies in the variety of roles through which they serve the community.” 

Dean Croft, chair of the Fund’s Advisory Board, said, “This is a major milestone for the Two Harbors Area Fund. Being able to give back $100,000 to the service area is significant. Lives here are being impacted.  I especially want to thank the donors to the Two Harbors Area Fund for their active response, as their support makes possible grants from the Two Harbors Area Fund, both now and in the future. It is our hope to increase our annual grants to $20,000 by our 10th Anniversary in two years. We are 91% of the way in reaching our $600,000 goal.”

Support for the grant announcement ceremony was provided by Sonju Two Harbors.

The Two Harbors Area Fund, launched in July of 1998, is entrusted with the responsibility to enhance the quality of life of the residents of Two Harbors and the surrounding areas.  Through its committee of community leaders, the Fund:
- more -
• serves as a resource and catalyst for giving;

• attracts and manages a growing endowment for the Two Harbors area’s future;

• provides a flexible vehicle and quality service for donors with varied philanthropic interests; and

• identifies and effectively responds to emerging community needs through strategic grant making.

Grants made from the Two Harbors Area Fund generally range from $500 to $5,000.  Regional affiliates of the Duluth Superior Area Community Fund include the Two Harbors Area Fund, Apostle Islands Area Community Fund, Cook County Community Fund, and the Hermantown Community Fund.  
The Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation is an endowed, philanthropic organization that encourages private giving for the public good.  Guided by a 14-member board of civic leaders, the foundation manages more than 246 different funds, each with a charitable purpose.  Since its inception in 1983, the foundation has distributed over $24 million in grants to nonprofit organizations and individuals in the region.  Its assets, built by gifts of thousands of individuals and organizations, total nearly $43 million.  Visit us online at www.dsacommunityfoundation.com.  
Regional affiliates of the Duluth-Superior Area Community Fund include the Two Harbors Area Fund (created in 1998), the Apostle Islands Area Community Fund (created in 2000),  the Cook County Community Fund (created in 2003), and the Hermantown Community Fund (created in 2005). 
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