COOK COUNTY COMMUNITY FUND
An affiliate fund of the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation

Guidelines for Unrestricted Funds

I.
Grant awards from Unrestricted Funds are recommended by the Cook County Community Fund Advisory Board to meet the needs of our community in the following areas:

· Arts

· Community Development

· Education

· Environment

· Human Services 

· Youth

II.
Within these areas, priority will be given to projects that:

· Strengthen community ties between individuals and collaboration between organizations within our service area (Cook County).

· Address underlying causes of community problems.

· Respond to community needs that can be solved or softened by receiving grants of modest or moderate amounts. 

· Propose new solutions or responses and require start-up assistance. 

· Seek to create connections among a diverse cross-section of citizens thereby increasing the community health and hospitality of our region. 

* Applicants are encouraged to apply for matching funds from other grantmaking organizations. Consideration will be given to applicants that are leveraging matching funds. 

III.
Grants from Unrestricted Funds generally range from $500 to $2,500.
The following areas are of low priority and generally are not considered for funding:

· Capital and equipment requests

· Ongoing program support

Grant awards from Unrestricted Funds cannot provide long-term or permanent support for any purpose. Therefore, organizations must have the financial potential to sustain a program after the funding from the Cook County Community Fund has ended. More than one year of funding may be recommended to ensure the stability of a new program.

IV.
The Cook County Community Fund does not recommend grants for the following: 

a. Endowments

b. Religious organizations for religious activities

c. Medical research

d. Debt retirement

e. Requests from re-granting organizations for funding that will be used for their grantmaking

f. Individuals (except for scholarships initiated or managed by the Fund)

g. Political organizations or campaigns

h. Fundraising drives or activities, tickets for benefits

i. Organizations that have as substantial part of their purpose the influencing of legislation

j. Activities which occur before funding is awarded
V. To be eligible for grants from Earnings on Endowment or from Unrestricted Funds, an 

organization must:

· be classified as a charitable organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; or classified as an organization under Section 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code; and

· be located within the Cook County Community Fund service area.

VI. Potential applicants should first submit an inquiry, preferably via the Community Foundation’s website at http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com/grants/funding_inquiry.php. Please review the competitive grants fund list to determine which fund may be appropriate for your needs and timing. Once you have contacted us with information about your project/program, staff will contact you regarding fund-specific guidelines and the application process. Applicants can also contact Community Foundation staff by email at grantsinfo@dsacommunityfoundation.com or by telephone at 218/726.0232.Based on the outcome of the inquiry; an organization may be encouraged to submit a full proposal. 
        Organizations should use the DSACF Short Form Application, available on the website
http://www.dsacommunityfoundation.com/grants/documents/DSACFShortGrantForm.pdf. The Community Foundation encourages organizations to submit grant proposals and materials electronically to grantsinfo@dsacommunityfoundation.com 
VII. The deadline for receipt of proposals to the Cook County Community Fund is May 1. The Cook County Community Fund Advisory Committee will determine grants at its June meeting. Grant awards may not be used retroactively. Complete proposals are due in the Foundation office before 5:00 p.m. on the deadline date. If the deadline falls on a weekend or holiday, complete proposals are due before 5:00 p.m. on the next business day following the deadline date. Proposals are not accepted via fax.
PROPOSAL TO:
Holly C. Sampson, President

Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation

324 West Superior Street, Suite 212

Duluth, MN 55802

(218) 726.0232

www.dsacommunityfoundation.com
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