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Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation Announces Year End Grants Totaling More than $350,000
Duluth, Minnesota—The Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation is pleased to announce its final grant awards of 2008, totaling $354,995. The grants round out the Foundation’s 25th Anniversary which included more than $1 million in competitive grant making and nearly 2.1 million in grants and scholarships for the year.
“For the past 25 years, this community has been committed to helping us reach our vision of fostering generosity, civic engagement and inclusiveness,” said Holly C. Sampson, president of the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation. “As part of our 25th Anniversary, we really wanted to focus on giving back to the community that has made us what we are today.” 
Included in this final grant round was a $10,500 grant to Community Action Duluth to train additional facilitators in their Antiracism Study Dialogue Circles (ASDIC). ASDIC is an intensive anti-racism training program designed to create connections between diverse people that ultimately builds on social capital in the Twin Ports region. Due to an increased interest from the community, Community Action Duluth needed additional facilitators for this training to represent the community.
“Supporting this program addresses one of the major initiatives within the Community Foundation,” Sampson said. “Building on the work of Dr. Robert Putnam, we know how vital social capital is to successful, diverse, vibrant communities. We support and applaud the efforts of organizations such as Community Action Duluth, who are taking a lead in increasing social capital in our community.

Also included in this final grant round was a $10,000 grant to Neighborhood Housing Services of Duluth for its Civic Community Safety Initiative. The program builds on the Community Foundation’s mission of civic engagement by combating crime through building civic connections between residents Duluth neighborhoods. The program, which began in the Lincoln Park neighborhood in 2005, has focused on crime prevention through community organizing, civic re-engagement and community based policing. In a letter to the Community Foundation, Duluth Chief of Police Gordon Ramsey praised the program stated, “The work of NHS Duluth has been invaluable in helping us reconnect the police to residents, building new grassroots efforts to fight crime and creating new connections between the police and neighbors. We have seen the number of residents involved in grassroots efforts steadily increase over the last two years, and the morale of our own officers has improved as well. … I wholeheartedly support this initiative…”

Other grants include:

Dale Heimbach Wheeler Memorial Fund

Advocates Against Domestic Abuse, Aitkin

$2,000 for advocacy for battered women

Business Leaders Fund

Alliance for Sustainability, Ashland, WI

$3,000 to assist in strategic planning process

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation Fund

Area Partnership for Economic Expansion (APEX), Duluth

$10,000 for Angel Fund
Northeast Minnesota Sharing Fund

Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency, Duluth
$11,000 to assist individuals in critical need

Anonymous Friend Fund
Arts District Planning Team, Duluth and Superior

$8,425 towards planning the Duluth and Superior Arts Districts

Morgan Fund

Art District Planning Team, Superior

$1,575 towards Superior Arts District planning

Wildey H. Mitchell Family Fund

Boys and Girls Club of Leech Lake, Cass Lake, MN

$10,000 for Project Learn, a program dedicated to making young people life-long learners

Todd, Susan, Matthew and Hilary Johnson 2007 Charitable Fund
Catholic Charities Bureau, Superior

$3,600 for an intergenerational children’s literacy program

Business Leaders Fund
Churches United in Ministry, Duluth

$5,625 towards a congregational program development coordinator

Duluth Legacy Endowment Fund
City of Duluth Architect, Duluth

$500 to replace rain gutters at the Harrison Community Recreation Center

Duluth Legacy Endowment Fund
City of Duluth Parks and Recreation Department, Duluth

$500 for Ski Cadet Program and Chester Bowl

1,000 to repair Lincoln Park facilities

Global Awareness Fund
Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial, Inc.

$3,000 for Bringing Truth to Light DVD

Anonymous Friend Fund
College of St. Scholastica, Duluth

$8,351 towards a college based recovery program designed to help students with addictions graduate
Global Awareness Fund

College of St. Scholastica, Duluth

$3,000 for Race, Identity and the Changing Face in America lecture and interactive workshops
Anonymous Friend Fund
Community Action Duluth, Duluth

$10,500 in support of the Antiracism Study-Dialogue Circles
Fair Chance Fund

Community Action Duluth, Duluth
$10,000 towards asset building program for low income people
Anonymous Friend Fund
Duluth Art Institute, Duluth

$10,000 towards Artreach, a new program designed to increase art education at Lincoln Park Elementary

Anonymous Friend Fund
Duluth Festival Opera, Duluth

$5,000 towards production of La Boheme

Morgan Fund
Duluth Heritage Sports Center, Duluth

$10,000 towards the main entrance of the new sports complex

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation Fund

Duluth Heritage Sports Center, Duluth

$10,000 towards the main entrance of the new sports complex

Duluth Legacy Endowment Fund
Duluth Public Library

$1,000 towards Book Time with Your Baby

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation Fund
Duluth Superior Area Educational TV Corporation – WDSE, Duluth

$1,997 towards high school essay, art and photo contests

Anonymous Friend Fund
Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra, Duluth

$10,000 towards FourthFest

$1,000 towards Music To You

Anonymous Friend Fund
Friends of the Finland Community, Finland, MN

$10,000 for capacity building

Anonymous Friend Fund
Gender Matters, Duluth

$10,000 towards seminar and educational efforts to better understand the effects of gender differences

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation Fund
Grant Community School Collaborative, Duluth

$7,000 for Collaborative Youth Development which supports academic achievement, school attendance and youth development

Todd, Susan, Matthew and Hilary Johnson 2007 Charitable Fund
Great Woods North, Duluth

$5,000 for 2009 operating support

Anonymous Friend Fund
Green Collar Jobs Coalition, Duluth


$10,000 to explore Green job training and opportunities

Moline Family Fund
Harbor House Crisis Shelters, Superior
$2,000 for Homeless Connects, an outreach program for homeless people

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation Fund
Junior League of Duluth, Duluth

$10,000 to rebuild Playfront Park

Anonymous Friend Fund
KCCI – Sustainable Twin Ports, Duluth

$8,000 to support documentary on the Early Adopters program

Dr. and Mrs. Bernhard Boecker Charitable Fund
KCCI – Sustainable Twin Ports, Duluth

$2,715 to support documentary on the Early Adopters program

Fund for the Environment

KCCI – Sustainable Twin Ports, Duluth

$1,285 to support documentary on the Early Adopters program
Anonymous Friend Fund
Kinship of Aitkin County, Aitkin

$8,500 for the Youth Development program which supports youth and their families through positive mentoring experiences, education and healthy community connections

G. Kendall Smith Fund

Lake Superior Rose Society, Duluth

$5,000 towards the renovation of the Leif Erickson Rose Garden

Dale Heimbach Wheeler Memorial Fund
Little Treasures Center, Inc., Duluth

$2,269 for the Family Crisis Fund, which ensures families going through crisis have access to daycare

Fair Chance Fund
Men as Peacemakers, Duluth

$8,325 towards Girl’s Restorative Project

Wildey H. Mitchell Family Fund
Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans-Veterans Outreach North, Duluth

$10,000 in Duluth programming and services 

Anonymous Friend Fund
Minnesota Council for Non-profits, St. Paul
$3,000 for 2009 Senior Management Institute

Wildey H. Mitchell Family Fund
Minnesota Resource Center, Duluth

$10,000 towards Core Employment Skills project

Business Leaders Fund
Neighborhood Housing Services of Duluth, Duluth

$10,000 for Civic Community Safety Initiative, a program designed to combat crime by building civic connections between residents in Duluth neighborhoods
Anonymous Friend Fund
Northeast Minnesota Sharing Fund, Duluth

$11,000 to assist individuals in critical need

Central Mesabi Fund for Human Services
Northeast Minnesota Sharing Fund, Duluth

$6,000 to assist individuals in critical need

Dale Heimbach Wheeler Memorial Fund
North Shore Horizons, Two Harbors
$2,360 in public education and outreach

$1,000 for New Beginnings Supportive services

Wildey H. Mitchell Family Fund
Program for Aid to Victims of Sexual Assault (PAVSA), Duluth

$15,000 to expand Safe and Strong Child program

C.E., Jr. and M.K. Fuller Fund
Program of Promise, Duluth

$1,488 towards Habitat Connection, which serves as a safety net for teen parents

Fair Chance Fund
Program of Promise, Duluth

$3,000 towards Habitat Connection, which serves as a safety net for teen parents

Anonymous Friend Fund
Renegade Comedy Theatre, Duluth

$5,000 for Shakespeare in the School

Dale Heimbach Wheeler Memorial Fund
SMDC Foundation, Duluth

$2,750 for Reach out and Read which provides books for children 

Todd, Susan, Matthew and Hilary Johnson 2007 Charitable Fund
SMDC Foundation, Duluth

$8,500 for Voyageurs Children’s Theater

Duluth-Superior Sharing Fund
The Salvation Army, Duluth

$7,500 in assistance for those in critical need
Duluth-Superior Sharing Fund
The Salvation Army, Superior

$2,500 in assistance for those in critical need

Fund for the Environment
Town of LaPointe

$2,000 for wind energy feasibility study

Lawrence E. and Mabel Jackson Rudberg Scholarship Fund
Two Harbors Public Library

$2,000 for children’s books and educational materials

Anonymous Friend Fund
United Way of Greater Duluth, Duluth

$7,000 for 2-1-1 information and referral expansion

Business Leaders Fund
University of Wisconsin – Superior

$1,500 for Northwoods Nonprofit program

Anonymous Friend Fund
WTIP North Shore Radio

$8,000 for economic radio show series
Grants made from the Business Leaders Fund are made thanks to the support from the following corporations.

CLM Corporation


Moline Machinery Ltd 

Duluth News Tribune


National Bank of Commerce 

Duluth Winnipeg & Pacific

North Shore Bank of Commerce 

     Railway Company


Reuben Johnson & Son, Inc.     

Enbridge Energy Partners

     and Affiliated Companies 

Evening Telegram/ 


St. Mary Land & Exploration

     Morgan Murphy Stations 

     Company 

Hanft Fride, A Professional 

St. Mary’s/Duluth Clinic
     

     Association



     Health System 

M&I Bank



United General Constructors, Inc

W.P. & R.S. Mars Company

U.S. Bank - Duluth 

Minnesota Power


Wells Fargo Bank Minnesota

The Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation encourages private giving for the public good. The Community Foundation is a permanent community endowment, built by gifts from hundreds of individuals and organizations. Guided by a 12-member Board of volunteer civic leaders, the Community Foundation makes grants to nonprofit organizations and to individuals for scholarships and provides leadership on important community initiatives in our area. Since our inception in 1983, we have distributed over $30 million and currently hold over 280 different funds, each with its own charitable purpose.  Visit us online at www.dsacommunityfoundation.com.  

Regional affiliates of the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation include the Two Harbors Area Fund (created in 1998), the Apostle Islands Area Community Fund (created in 2000),  the Cook County Community Fund (created in 2003), the Hermantown Community Fund (created in 2005), and the Eveleth Area Community Foundation (created in 2008).
###

