Minnesota Ballet, Lake Superior Zoological Society and Damiano Center Awarded 2008 Touchstone Awards
Fourteen years ago, Frank Giesen accepted the first ever Touchstone Award from the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation on behalf of the Lucius Woods, Performing Arts Center in Solon Springs. The award, which recognizes and celebrates programs or projects for their leadership in transforming problems into opportunities and service into action, played a major role in defining Lucius Woods as not only a performing arts center, but as a gathering place for the community.

Since then, dozens of non-profit organizations and programs have received the prestigious award that serves as an annual reminder of the great non-profit assets in the northland. “As a Community Foundation, we are reminded daily of the incredible contributions non-profits make to the region,” said Holly C. Sampson, president of the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation. “This celebration is our way of honoring and sharing some of the stories about the life changing work non-profits do every day in this region.”

This year was no exception. As part of our 25th anniversary, recipients of this year’s annual Touchstone Award received a $25,000 grant to complete a special community project—something we all can benefit from. The recipients included the Minnesota Ballet, the Lake Superior Zoological Society and the Damiano Center.
For years, the Minnesota Ballet has introduced world-class dance form to people in this region who might not otherwise have access to the ballet. With the Touchstone Award, they will go one step further by offering a free festival to the public that highlights the fantastic work they do, along with other performance artists and musicians in the area.  “I was overwhelmed when the Minnesota Ballet receiving the 2008 Artist Touchstone Award,” said Robert Gardner, artistic director of the Minnesota Ballet. “To have our company recognized and a our artistic excellence validated by the Community Foundation, which has been instrumental in helping us grow,  is such an honor and we plan to continue bringing  the best of this exquisite art form to our region, and making it accessible to everyone.”
The Touchstone Award granted to the Lake Superior Zoological Society will go towards preserving one of the Twin Ports greatest community treasures. Recently, the Lake Superior Zoo has faced a variety of financial troubles, leaving its future uncertain. Now, efforts are underway to not only address these issues but to also look into a new public/private partnership to ensure a stable future for the zoo. This grant plays a vital role in ensuring this transition happens.

Since 1982, the Damiano Center has survived and thrived with the help of hundreds of volunteers. Now, as the Northland faces a growing need to serve those less fortunate, the Damiano Center needs to grow its volunteer base. The Touchstone Award provides much needed funding to support volunteer coordinator efforts for the Center, ensuring they can recruit volunteers in a more effective and efficient way. Funds also provide an opportunity for the Damiano Center to thank those who so willingly give their time and talent to help keep the Damino Center open. 
“Winning the Touch Stone Award is a wonderful recognition of the work that the Damiano Center and its many volunteers and staff accomplish each day,” said Damiano’s Executive Director Eric Torch. “As we see more and more people coming to us for assistance in these difficult times the support that this award gives us to strengthen our volunteer network is timely and vital.”

The Touchstone Awards luncheon in October marked the last major event and special grant round for the Community Foundation’s 25th Anniversary. Prior to this event, the Community Foundation awarded the city of Duluth (see page ?) a $25,000 grant, each of four affiliate funds $2,500, and a new Pay It Forward scholarship fund $20,000.
